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FALCONS ON THE MOVE  IN THIS ISSUE 

School is back in action here at the fantastic 
site of the Velma Jackson High School 
Falcons.  Football season has already kicked 
off.  The players are playing hard; the band is 
on the move; the cheerleaders are cheering 
loudly; the dancers are giving their all; but 
most importantly, the students are eager and 
ready for a prosperous and challenging new 
year of learning. 

In addition to football season, the volleyball 
team has been on the move, as well as the 
softball team, and powerlifting has started 
training. With the support of family and 
friends, hopefully all teams will come out on 
top.  If not, we still give our love. 

Everyone is back and looking forward to an 
outstanding school year.  Principal Kirkland 
and Assistant Principal Green, along with 
Mrs. Rigney, (our new administrative intern), 
have already shown their commitment for 
reaching above and beyond last year’s 
achievements.  They have come in with 
encouraging words to their faculty, staff, and 
students so that we all can work toward our 
school’s motto “Soaring Higher to Success”.   

Welcome back Falcons!!! Let’s all work 
together to make this the best year yet!!! 

 

 
Greetings from 

Principal Carey Kirkland 
By: Jaleese Washington 

 

Greetings, Velma Jackson faculty and 
students.  Welcome to the 2019-2020 school 
year, I once again have the honor of being 
the principal of Velma Jackson High School. 
As we start the new school year, we will 
always focus on “Keeping the main thing-the 
main thing” as we strive to continue to make 
Velma Jackson a successful school.  
 
Student: How do you feel about the upcoming 
school year here at Velma Jackson High School?  
Principal: I feel confident. I want to continue to 
better Velma Jackson and make sure the school is 
successful. 
Student: What goals do you want to accomplish?  
Principal: I hope to maintain a B or above average 
(for the school) and also graduate every senior.  
Student: What are some of your daily mottos? 
Principal: “Soar Higher to Success” and “Every 
Student, Every Day, Every Time”  

Soar Falcons!  
Carey Kirkland, Principal 

                

VJ Students Make a Mark on ACT  
Several students took the ACT on September 
14th with scores to be proud of.  Page 5 

 

Meet the New Faculty for the  

2019 –2020 School Year Page 2 

 

    A Tribute to 9/11 

18 Years have passed since the unthinkable 
tragedy that took the lives of over 3000 innocent 
people.  We still remember that mind crushing day 
and all of the courageous and selfless acts done to 
help save lives. Page 6 

 

Welcome Back Falcons!! 
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Greetings from Assistant 
Principal Perry Green 

 

I am so happy to once again begin another 
great school year here at Velma Jackson High 
School.  Being that I drive over an hour one 
way each day to get here, must mean that 
there is something mighty spectacular that I 
look forward to upon my arrival, and I do.  I 
look forward to seeing all of the wonderful 
students that we have here daily; I look 
forward to greeting my faculty and staff each 
morning; and I look forward to each day 
being a new and greater day to soar for 
higher success!!  Let’s have a fantastic school 
year. 

 

A Word from our 
Newsletter Advisor 

By: Kanya & Keirrya Fleming 

As the new Newsletter Advisor, I would like to take this 
opportunity to introduce myself to everyone.  My name 
is Monica R. Williams, and I am currently a resident of 

Meet Mr. Jamel Boatman 
Hello everyone.  I am Jamel Boatman, and my first 
few weeks here at VJ have been awesome!  I have 
been in the teaching industry for 10 years.  My last 
job was at Canton Public Schools.  Currently here at 
VJ I am teaching Algebra III, Essentials to College 
Math, & ACT Prep I.  I have an Associate of Arts 
degree from HCC, a Bachelor of Science and a 
Bachelor of Science-Education Degree from JSU, 
and a Master of Education from Concordia 

University. My strengths as a teacher are 
organization, creativity, and structure.  My passion 
is helping others, especially with understanding 
and applying math.  What makes a good school day 
for me is teaching students something new about 
math and the world around them.  Five years from 
now I see myself continuing to aide in student 
learning by working in curriculum or 
administration. 

 

Canton, MS.  I was born in E. St Louis, IL, but I 
have been a native of Canton, MS since I was 
a young girl.  I graduated from Canton High 
School, and I received my Bachelor’s Degree 
from MS Valley State University in English 
and Speech Communication.  I received my 
Master’s Degree from Jackson State 
University in Secondary Education.  I am very 
happy to be a part of the Madison County 
School District where I am currently your 
Newsletter and Yearbook Advisor, as well as 
an instructor of Creative Writing and 
Journalism.  In previous years I have worked 
in Houston, TX and Memphis, TN.  The 
majority of my teaching experience was 
achieved right here at home in the Canton 
Public School District where I taught various 
subjects at Canton High School that included 
English, Yearbook, World Geography, MS 
Studies, Psychology, and Sociology.  It is a 
pleasure to be a part of the “Falcon” family, 
and no matter what task I am given, you can 
believe that I will provide you with my best.  
Thank you for having me! 

 
        Ms. Monica R. Williams           Mrs. Summer Rigney 
Newsletter/Yearbook Advisor     Administrative Intern 

 
New Faculty, Ms. Adesola Sofela, & Mr. Jamel Boatman,  

along with Mrs. Phyllis Hogsett 

Meet Ms. Adesola Sofela 

Hello, my name is Adesola Sofela.  Although I was 
born in Lagos, Nigeria, I have resided in the United 
States for 20 years.  I have four wonderful siblings.  
I attended the University of West Georgia.  I have 
been in the teaching field for 5 years.  My last job 
was at Jackson Public Schools.  I travel all the way 
from South Jackson, MS just for my students.  
What brought me to Velma Jackson was a chance 
for a better prospect.  Currently I am teaching 
Geometry   and Algebra II. I do enjoy everything 
about my job.  My favorite hobby is traveling and 
experiencing new things.  I love math with a 
passion, and my philosophy is that there is nothing 
in the world better than knowledge.  

 
Left to Right Asst. Principal Green, Dr. Candice Allison, 
Counselor, Ms. Monica Williams, Yearbook Advisor, Principal 
Kirkland, and Mrs. Summer Rigney, Administrative Intern 

 

Meet Administrative Intern  
Mrs. Summer Rigney 

I grew up in Blue Springs, Mississippi (Google 
does not acknowledge it as a town yet!) I am 
a first-generation college student. I have an 
Associate degree from Northeast MS 
Community College, Bachelor of 
Communications from Mississippi State 
University, Masters of Instruction and 
Curriculum from the University of Mississippi, 
and currently working on my Specialist 
degree in Educational Leadership through the 
Principal Corps Program at the University of  
Mississippi.  I currently serve as an Assistant 
Principal Intern. I have taught English I, II and 
middle school English throughout the state.  
Reading is my favorite subject to teach and 
learn about.  My passion is education.  When 
I am not in class, I am reading, serving in the 
community, spending time with my husband, 
or walking my dog, Brees. 

 
Meet Coach Fairley 

 
One of our newest teachers at Velma Jackson is 
Coach Fairley. He was born in Laurel, MS and raised 
in Collins, MS. where he attended Collins High 
School.  He attended USM and Williams Carey 
College where he earned a degree in teaching. He 
has been teaching for 16 years.  Coach Fairley says 
he enjoys his job at Velma Jackson, and his passion 
is to inspire young people, and to mold them into 
having a great future.  When he has free time, he 
likes watching sports, going to the movies, and 
spending quality time with his family. 

 

  By: Deanna Shaffer VJ Falcons Welcomes New Faculty By: Jarvious Ousley  
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“SOARING TO SUCCESS” 

 
Dr. Candice Allison, Counselor  

 

School Year Plans from Velma Jackson 
Guidance Counselor Dr. Candice Allison 

By; Edrea MaGee 

Greeting Falcons!   I hope your school year is 
off to a great start!  I am elated about our 
2019-2020 school year!  We have lots of 
planned activities, and I cannot wait to share 
them with you.  Our goal is for every student 
to be successful and graduate with the 
necessary skills for college and/or the 
workforce.  I am committed to helping each 
student achieve this goal.   
 

 
Dr. Allison and Nykeem Liddell, Communications Coordinator 

 

FAST FACTS 
 

Dates to Remember in August  
On August 21, 1959, Hawaii became the 50th state 
in the United States. Since that time, the people of 
Hawaii have celebrated their statehood with a 
special holiday on the third Friday of August. 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
Martin Luther King delivered the powerful words of 
the “I Have a Dream” speech in front of the Lincoln 
Memorial on August 28, 1963. A crowd of 250,000 
gathered on the National Mall to hear him and 
others call for an end to racial inequality in 
America. 

………………………………………………………………………………. 
On August 6, 1965 President Lyndon Johnson 
signed a law that made it easier for African 
Americans to vote in US elections. Up until that 
time, some communities attempted to discriminate 
against black people and members of other 
minority groups. They required voters to take 
written tests or pay special taxes for the right to 
vote. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 put an end to 
voter discrimination. 
………………………………………………………………………………
The 19th Amendment gave women the right to 
vote.  A voting-rights amendment was first 
introduced to Congress in 1878, but it did not 
become law until August 26, 1920.  Today, August 
26th is celebrated as Women's Equality Day.  It’s a 
day for remembering the women who worked so 
hard to earn the right to vote for all women. 

 
Dr. Charlotte Seals 

 
An Important Message from  

Dr. Charlotte Seals, Superintendent 
Madison County Schools  

 
“Greetings, Falcon Family!  As we move 

into high gear for the 2019-2020 school 

year, I want to thank you for your hard 

work and dedication to Velma Jackson 

High School. It is obvious that the 

Falcons are soaring high.  From 

academics to extracurriculars, it has been 

a pleasure to witness the great things that 

are occurring at VJ each and every day. 

 As your Superintendent, I want you to 

know that Madison County Schools is 

here to support you in all ways.  I want to 

personally thank you for the warm 

embrace that you give me when I visit 

both the classrooms and the athletic 

fields.  I challenge you to give your very 

best in all that you do in school this year. 

Your teachers are working diligently to 

provide a culture and education that 

ensures when you graduate you will be 

able to effectively Create, Collaborate, 

and Communicate in today’s society!  In 

all that you do, let’s truly exemplify the 

“Mark of Excellence by Moving the 

Mark”! 

Charlotte A Seals 

Superintendent 

Madison County Schools 

 
Dr. Seals poses with the VJ “Blue Diamonds” and their  

coach Nykeem Liddell 

 

About Mrs. Seals 

A 30-year veteran with the Madison County 

School District, Mrs. Seals has served most 

recently as interim superintendent and 

assistant superintendent for instructional 

services. Prior to service at the district level 

she served as both a teacher and principal.  

While principal at Madison Station 

Elementary School, she implemented the 

award-winning Arts Create Excellence 

Program.  Madison Station became a model 

school for arts integration in the state and 

regionally.  As assistant superintendent, Mrs. 

Seals has been instrumental in establishing 

Madison County Schools as one of the 

premiere public-school districts in the state. 

When Mrs. Seals is not at work serving one of 

the 23 schools in Madison County, she is 

enjoying her favorite pastime: community 

volunteerism.   

A life member of Junior Auxiliary of Madison 

County, Mrs. Seals is a past president of both 

the local chapter and the National Association 

of Junior Auxiliaries. Mrs. Seals is also a 

former board member and chair of the 

Mississippi Metropolitan Ballet Company. 

She has also served on the Mississippi 

Children’s Museum Board of Directors and on 

the MCM Partners Board. 

Mrs. Seals is currently a Sustaining member 

of the Junior League of Jackson having served 

in numerous leadership positions including 

President in 2015-2016.  

Mrs. Seals serves on the Millsaps Principal’s 

Institute Advisory Board and serves as a 

mentor for Millsaps Retention Advocate 

Program, an initiative designed to support 

minority students at Millsaps.  (This 

information was taken from an article written 

by the Northside Sun and can be read at 

northsidesun.com)  

From the Falcons to Superintendent Seals 

Dr. Seals on behalf of Principal Kirkland and 

the entire Falcon Family, we would like to 

extend to you our personal welcome as the 

new Superintendent for MCS.  We know that 

you will do great works as Superintendent.  

You extended to each of us your goals and 

desires for this district for the school year at 

convocation.  We want you to know that the 

VJ Falcons faculty and staff are on board and 

have already shared those expectations of 

excellence along to our students as well.  So 

welcome aboard (even though you have been 

aboard and doing great works for years), and 

here’s to a fantastic, dynamic, prosperous,  

and victorious  school year. 

Monica. R. Williams  

Newsletter Advisor 
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Goals from VJ Athletic Director, 
Coach Quentin “Bernard” Euell 

 
For us, our goal is always to win our district first.  
Right not that’s what our sights are set on. We 
started the season a little different from what we 
expected to, but we also acknowledge and 
understand that the three opponents that we have 
faced are very good 5A programs, with us being a 
3A program.  Those are 3 games that could have 
been easily won.  That was part of our expectation, 
to be 3-0 heading into district with 2 more out of 
district games.  If I just had to say what our 
expectations are, “just to get better”.  We want to 
continue to work hard every day.  We talk about 
that each day when we walk out of that locker 
room. We have a since of urgency in what we are 
trying to do… 

 
 
 

Goals from the Girls’ Softball Coach, 
Coach Kiera Draine 

 
“My goal for this year is to coach and motivate 
athletes to be the absolute best that they can be 
academically and athletically. Another goal of 
mine is to give athletes as much advice as I 
possibly can to produce young, vibrant, and 
successful citizens into society.” 

 

Coach Kiera Draine 

 

THE “VJ” FALCONS, WE READY!!! 

 

      VJ Football team getting pumped up at the pep rally 
 

     What Coach Day, Volleyball Coach,  
Says About Success 

 
Volleyball is fun & competitive.  We compete 
in this sport to increase our speed, strength, 
and agility for the upcoming basketball 
season.  The 2019-20 playing season is 

already over for us.  This year we finish 4th in 
the district with an overall record of 6-4. 
Success is achieving small goals that lead to 
big outcomes! 

 

 
Coach Day 

 

 
    Students at the pep rally chill with VJ Falcon mascot 

 

 

 

VJ Football Schedule  
August 23rd            VJHS @ Canton 
August 30th            VJHS  v/s Vicksburg             

September 6th         VJHS  v/s Natchez                
September 20th       VJHS  @ Leake Central 
September 27th VJHS   v/s  St. Joseph  
October 4th  VJHS  @ Yazoo County 
October 11th  VJHS v/s St. Andrew’  
October 18th  VJHS @ Crystal Springs 
October 25th  VJHS v/s McLaurin 
November 1st  VJHS @ Raleigh 
 

 
Hurry and get-well Mrs. Reaves 

 

Faculty Birthdays 
 

 

 

What’s Going on in Sports  
by Debreanna Taylor and Jakaylyn Smith 
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Recent Events 

September 

 
2nd      Labor Day, Holiday 
Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a 
creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to 
the social and economic achievements of American 
workers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute to 
the contributions workers have made to the 
strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country. 

8th     Grandparents Day 
Grandparents Day, also known as National 
Grandparents Day – is a holiday that is celebrated 
the first Sunday after Labor Day and is used to 
celebrated both maternal and paternal 
grandparents. 

11th   Remembering 9/11  
This year is the 18th anniversary of a day that 
shook this country, but Americans can use 9/11 as 
a chance to not only commemorate the tragedy 
and its victims but also to give back to their 
communities.  "It’s officially called the September 
11th National Day of Service and Remembrance—
or 9/11 Day for short. 
11th   Senior Trip 
The VJ Seniors took a trip to Saints Academy 
Campus in Lexington, MS to participate in their 
College Day sponsored by the Cogic World 
Missions.  There were college recruiters, free food, 
parades, a step show, and a focus on restoring 

unity. 
12th   Progress Reports 
Students received progress reports.  Let’s remain 
focused on achieving success. 

14th   ACT Test 
Several VJ students took the ACT on this Saturday.  
We are so proud of the outstanding job that they 
did.  Check out the student ACT Spotlight in this 
issue. 

16th   School Day Pictures 
Bruckners Photography was in charge of taking 
students’ annual school day pictures. 
 

 

Tuesday, September 24, 2019 
9 am to noon 

 

 
  

Mini Camp 
Saturday, September 28, 2019 

9:00 am - 12 noon 
 
 

 
 

ACT Spotlight 
 

On September 14th several of our students 
took the ACT at Velma Jackson.  We are so 
proud of our students who all did a fantastic 
job.  Nothing beats a failure but a try.  There 
were some very outstanding scores, and we 
would like to put the spotlight on these 
students for the magnificent job they did. 

Congratulations to  
Christian Johnson who made the 

highest score, 32 

 
 

Congratulations to Kenya Sanders 
& Skylawn Thompson who both 

made scores of 25+ 

 
Kenya Sanders made a score of 25 

 

 
Skylawn Thompson made a score of 26 

 

Congratulations to all of the 
following students who made 

scores of 20+ 
 

     
   Kanya Fleming             Keirrya Fleming 

 

     
Debreanna Taylor            Jayla White 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS STUDENTS  
WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!! 
 

 

      
Raja Johnson          Shameria Thompson 

 

     
Derrica Hood          Michael Brooks 

 

     
Carlton Beamon          Me’Kiyla Brown 

 

     
Ridarius Jones          Caldetria Anderson 

 

     
Kevin McInnis          Jermicah Lott 
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Keionn Myers         Jakyla Johnson 

 
 

 
 

Jones, Demarion (12)  1st 

Taylor, latisha (09)  3rd 

Jackson, Nicholas (11)  4th 

Magee, Edrea (11)  6th 

Hood, Derrica (12)  1oth 

Jobe, Kenesha (11)  12th 

Jones, jeremy (11)  12th 

Banks, Xervanier (12)  13th 

Dortch, Veonsha (10)  14th 

Carter, Derrick (12)  17th 

Morton, Malachi (10)  17th 

Porter, Jada (12)  18th 

Delaluz-Alejo, Jovanne (09) 19th 

Hawkins, Ra’Kyaha (09)  20th 

Washington, Jaleese (11)  20th 

Levy, Kayawan (09)  21st 

Williams, Demetrius (10)  23rd 

Kirklin, Arkasha (12)  26th 

Sutton, Carleceya (11)  26th 

Lipsey, Beyonce (11)  27th 

Jobe, Ya Nadia (12)  29th 

Williamson, Jasmine (10)  29th 

Webber, Unique (11)  30th 

 

Garrett, Makyla (10)  1st 

Kings, Lakeysha (09)  1st 

Young, Laila (09)  2nd 

Dortch, Percy (09)  3rd 

Daughtery, Tony (10)  9th 

Watts, Davion (10)  9th 

Williamson, Latravis (10)  10th 

Barnett, Shitez (09)  11th 

Wilder, Alexis (12)  12th 

Griffin, Demarneze (09)  14th 

Cooper, Levontay (09)  16th 

Hill, Ratavious (10)  17th 

Page, Shekia (10)  17th 

Roberts, Jennifer (10)  18th 

Tate, Keyounsa (11)  19th 

Douglas, Demetrius (12)  24th 

Seals, Sandreyll (11)  26th 

Washington, Desmond (11) 27th 

Kilbert, Lamont (09)  29th 

Thompson, Skylawn (12)  29th 
 

Remembering 9/11 

Eighteen years after the Sept. 11 terror 

attacks, we look back at a day that 

changed the world. 

 

A jet crashes into the World Trade Center in New 
York, Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2001. (AP Photo/Moshe 

Bursuker) 

            
Smoke, flames and debris erupts from one of the World 

Trade Center towers as a plane strikes it Tuesday, 
September 11, 2001. The first tower was already 

burning following a terror attack minutes earlier. 
Terrorists crashed planes into the two buildings and 

collapsed both towers. (AP Photo/Chao Soi Cheong) 
 

 
The twin towers of the World Trade Center burn 
behind the Empire State Building in New York, Sept. 

11, 2001. In a horrific sequence of destruction. (AP 
Photo/Marty Lederhandler) 

 

 
A fireball explodes from one of the World Trade 

Center towers after a jet airliner crashed into the 
building Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2001, in New York. (AP 

Photo/Carmen Taylor) 
  

         
People hang out of broken windows of the North 
Tower of the World Trade Center after a terrorist attack 

in New York on the morning of Sept. 11, 2001. (AP 
Photo/Amy Sancetta) 

 

A plane approaches New York's World Trade Center 

moments before it struck the tower at left, as seen from 
downtown Brooklyn, Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2001 (AP 

Photo/ William Kratzke) 
 

 
The north tower of New York's World Trade Center 

begins to collapse Tuesday Sept. 11, 2001, following a 
terrorist attack on the former landmark that brought 

both towers to the ground. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
 

All 9/11 information and photos used in this issue of VJ 
Times was obtained from Lincoln Journal Star, 

National News and can be googled at journalstar.com. 
 

I want to close this out by asking you the same thing 

I asked my students to write about. Can you even 

imagine having to choose your fate between being 

burned alive, or jumping out of a window 84 – 110 

stories high?  Would you have the courage to face 

death right in the eye?  Live your best life!!

 

August & September 

Birthdays 
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